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11.  (C)  The  Foreign  Ministry  on  April  24  issued  a media 
statement  highlighting  the  April  12  re-issuance  of  the 
President's  directive  to  the  security  forces  on  respecting 
human  rights  and  outlining  the  Government  of  Sri  Lanka's 
(GSL)  progress  on  human  rights  issues.  Essentially,  the 
order  on  detentions  states  that  security  forces  are  to  follow 
due  process,  including: 

--  The  arresting  officers  are  to  identify  both  themselves  and 
the  person  arrested  or  detained. 

— The  arresting  officers  are  to  inform  the  arrestee  of  the 
reason  for  his  detention. 

--  A certificate  of  fact  documenting  the  arrest  is  to  be 
furnished  to  the  family  or  counsel  of  the  detainee. 

— The  arrestee  will  have  the  right  to  contact  his  family  or 
counsel . 

— Arresting  officers  will  record  a statement  by  the  arrestee 
at  the  time  of  detention. 

--  The  Human  Rights  Commission  is  to  have  access  to  any 
facility  on  the  territory  of  Sri  Lanka  where  people  are 
detained,  and  to  any  arrestee  or  detainee. 

— The  Human  Rights  Commission  is  to  be  informed  of  the 
detention  within  48  hours. 

12.  (C)  The  press  release  came  just  two  working  days  after 
Ambassador's  meeting  with  Foreign  Secretary  Palitha  Kohona  in 
which  Ambassador  encouraged  the  GSL  to  make  its  efforts  on 
human  rights  known  to  the  international  community  and  the  Sri 
Lankan  public  (ref  a).  It  will  be  very  important  now  for  the 
GSL  to  ensure  these  procedures  are  followed. 

13.  (C)  COMMENT:  The  Mission  has  repeatedly  stressed  that 

the  USG  is  unable  to  highlight  the  GSL ' s positive  steps  if 
they  aren't  first  made  public.  It  appears  the  GSL  took  this 


message  to  heart.  Moreover,  the  knowledge  that  security 
forces  may  be  held  accountable  for  detentions  that  are  their 
responsibility  may  help  some  families  discover  the 
whereabouts  of  family  members  who  have  "disappeared. " 

Victims  and  their  families  will  also  know  their  rights  and 
have  a public  document  to  cite. 

BLAKE 


